
Minutes: Spenard Community Council Meeting - March 7th, 2018 

  
New SCC President Jay Stange opened meeting at 7:07, introduced himself 
  
Welcomed all attendees, introduced Jed Smith, past President emeritus who will assist 
with transition of the new Executive Committee members for the next 3 months. 
Vice-President Irène Persson-Gamble,who is filling in for new Secretary Kristen Collins 
who is in Juneau this week; new Treasurer Sam Davenport gave some background about 
being a Journalism and Political Science student at UAA as well as one of the founders of 
“The Spenardian” blog which will be a printed publication in the near future; 
Bill Marsh is continuing as an Auditor and Tom McGrath is a past Auditor, Peggy Auth, 
former treasurer, is now the second Auditor, though she is not present this evening. 
  
Jay explained there is a print out of SCC members names from the past year, 2017, and 

that attendees at this meeting can initial by their name rather than sign in on the lists 

that are provided for newcomers that live in or own a business within the 

Spenard Community Council boundaries. 
  
Announcements: 
Mr. Jacques Boutet reminded that the April 3rd 2018 election will be done by mail for 
the first time and ballots are being mailed out Tuesday March 13th, if you do not receive a 

ballot by Friday contact ‘City Hall’. He highlighted the Bond proposals on the ballot that 
his organization “Anchorage Tomorrow” encourages voters to support then gave some 

explanation of financial aspects of these Bonds; more details and information available 

on Anchorage Tomorrow Facebook and Twitter accounts. 
  
Barbara Carlson, with “Friends of the Anchorage Coastal Wildlife Refuge” gave some 

background about a draft resolution requesting the Municipality to not allow dogs and 

domestic animals in areas that have been specifically designated by a ‘Master Plan’ in the 

Anchorage Municipality to protect wildlife and habitat. She asked how many attendees 

have been to The Campbell Creek Estuary in particular and recognize it for its natural 
beauty.  The organization “FACWR” has helped the Municipality and the Great land 

Trust with stewardship to preserve the conservation status of these designated refuges. 
She will be back at the next SCC meeting to continue this informational campaign and ask for a 
resolution of support. 
  
John Fowler and Karen Buttons described a 3 1/2 acre parcel along Chugach Way 

that could be an important piece of property for future development in this area.  They are 
interested in purchasing the parcel and in the future may then come to the SCC with 

more details on requesting a conditional land use agreement to complement their 
potential plans. 
  
John Bruce with Alaska Valet Parking shared that the company is in ‘Phase 1’ of 
developing retail and restaurant facilities.  He invited anyone interested to stop by 



and see the development plans. He will be back in the future with more information. 
   
Jackie Ransom with the Anchorage Taxi Organization invites everyone to attend a 

get together March 9th at City Hall to support the drivers of individually owned taxi cabs. 
Described concerns the members of the taxi organization have with added regulations 

the Municipality has put on drivers as well as other issues.  It has been mentioned in the 

media that taxi cab owners are upset about the influx of the ‘Uber & Lyft’ ride sharing 

drivers that have been allowed to serve the Anchorage area, but that is not the case.  She 

encourages everyone to support your fellow neighbors who are hard working members of 
our city and deserve to have their voices heard in regards to laws that are being enacted 

that impact the individual business owners of taxi cabs. 
  
Arina Filipenkko a longtime Spenard resident would like to have SCC meetings ‘live streamed’ via a 
Facebool live or a telephone conference line so others in the neighborhood who cannot always 
attend council meetings on the first Wednesday of each month, could listen in and get a better feel 
for what is going on in the area instead of only having the meeting minutes to read. She will also be 
back to share more information on this suggestion for SCC to consider.   
     
The Agenda was approved, as well as February 7th Minutes, with the correction of 
“Alaska” ,not ‘Arctic’ Sausage is the name of their business on Arctic Boulevard. They 

 provided a sample tray at tonight’s meeting of their wares for everyone to taste.  
  
Anchorage International Airport- John Johansen highlighted items listed on monthly 

handout he provides. April 7th there will be a job fair at the airport, lots of positions are 

available.  A map showing the construction projects for the airport this summer, the most 
impacting work will be done on 15-33 runways which depart east and west so will cause 

noise over the mid-town. Summer of 2019 other runway maintenance work will continue. 
An Airport Communication Plan, that was developed with help from Representative 

Matt Claman to aid the Spenard and Turnagain Community Councils to have regular 
updates on what is happening at the airport, will be open for public comments and 

suggestions regarding the Airport through April 15th.  The Communications Plan will 
then be revised as needed to have an up-dated plan in place. 
  
Anchorage Assembly Report- Tim Steele reported that there have been lots of extra 

meetings recently to get caught up on a back log of several topics. 
Assembly has been heavily focused on new vote by mail-in ballot election process. 
There are two places for voters’ signature on back of an outer envelope as well as on inner 
envelope that holds ballot that has been filled in with the voters’ choices. A question came 

up about if there is a concern about the outer signature not matching voter registration 

records how will the voter be notified. Tim assured the person who posed the question 

that no ballots will be put aside due to any anomaly. He will ask how a voter will 
be notified if there is a possible discrepancy and to get back to us at the next SCC 

meeting. If you prefer to drop off your ballot rather than putting in the USPS mailboxes 

there will be 2 secure drop boxes in each council area that can be used. One of the 



locations is the Spenard Recreation Center.  Another question about how the  
signatures will be verified, if there is any question about that a ballot it will be handled. 
Also, the Planning Department is going to make a determination about parking spaces 

along Spenard Road during next phase of road improvements that will begin in 6 years. 
March 16th at noon there will be a work session with the Assembly regarding the former 
Carousel Lounge building new use requests.   
  
Tyler Robinson with Cook Inlet Housing presented and described a plat variance request 
for a unique property shape and size with reasons mainly for ‘Appearances’ and 

accessibility for future buildings being considered on what is now a 10,000 square foot 
and a 3/4 acre lot on McCain Street, south and east of Spenard at Chugach Way. A working 

name of this small development is Fish Creek Cottages. There is concern over parking 

spaces for new residences of this size.  The current ordinance states that parking spaces 
on a property are based on how many bedrooms each living unit will have. This potential 
development will be presented to the Platting Board in June for consideration.  
Questions and discussion ensued. 
  
Jessie and Melissa of “Zip Kombucha” brought samples of this unique beverage for 
everyone to taste.  They described a Conditional Use Variance they are requesting 

for their new business location off Arctic Boulevard, in order to be able to use the 

property for manufacturing the beverage and allow for retail distribution of the product 
on this B-3 zoned property. Some questions about exact location and ample parking were 

asked and answered to satisfaction.  They are not asking for a ‘re-zoning’ of the property 

but are requesting SCC to support the usage plans they have for when the business opens 

in June or July.  Jed Smith made a motion to allow this Conditional Use Variance for Zip Kombucha, it 
was seconded and there were no objections. 
  
Talbot Chang owner of Anchorage Wine House at 3020 Minnesota near Benson Boulevard is seeking 
SCC approval to have a Package Store license transfer to Unit number 24 in this shopping complex 
that used to house Denali Alaska Credit Union. He shared his 

personal background and history of this business that he got involved with 7 years ago in 

Anchorage.  He introduced 2 of his business partners who have worked in the liquor 
retail business (Brown Jug) specializing in fine wines for over 20 years. He addressed 

concerns voiced by many community members about having another package 

store in the Spenard area will attract public inebriates, transients and the homeless 

who can cause typical problems related to retail liquor businesses.  He wants to reassure 

the SCC members that he understands the clientele he wants to attract will not accept 
customers that cause problems related to excessive consumption alcohol.    
Mr Sanders, a former President of Sand Lake Community Council, commented on his past 
experiences with Mr Chang who has a liquor store located in that council area also, 
mostly his interactions have been positive.  Jed mentioned some SCC members will be 

getting together after this meeting to work on a resolution to bring suggestions to the 

Assembly for a process to set conditions for all the liquor stores in the  
Spenard area to follow.  This discussion continued with several questions and comments. 



Mr Chang has a hearing on April 10th with the Assembly regarding his request for a 

liquor license transfer. Jay and Jed concluded the discussion by thanking Mr Chang for 
attending this meeting and responding to concerns expressed by the group.     
  
Old Business: 
  
Ron Thompson representing Alaska Sausage, introduced Martin, son of 
owner Herb Eckman.  Explained the Conditional Use aspects of what is being requested 

to the Municipality in order to make improvements on the property and streamline 

making of Alaska Sausage’s world famous food products.  The company has been doing 

business in the mid-town Spenard for 50+ years and the planned expansion of the 

processing plant is minimal though still needs to proceed through the request process to 

insure compliance with current Municipal codes. Comments from a couple of people 

were made about the value of keeping some small scale industrial rated businesses in 

Spenard in order to keep up with current trends ie craft beer breweries, specialized 

artisan type products etc. Ron will keep the SCC informed on how the Conditional 
Use request progresses in the near future. 
A sample platter of their sausage and cheeses were available for everyone to enjoy. 
Jed Smith made a ‘suggestion’ (as a motion though it was not seconded) that hearing 

 no objections from the membership about this Conditional Use, to send a letter 
from the Spenard Community Council stating we have no issue with this request. 
  
Liquor Sales Resolution- Tom McGrath presented this Resolution that he has  
written in response to community concerns that were brought up particularly by the 

Mid-Town Council, though are also issues in the Spenard area.  The intent of this 
resolution is to make changes in the licensing requirements for the sale of liquor in 

‘package stores’.  It has been suggested to create a unified effort by all Community 

Councils in the Anchorage Municipality in order to abate some of the problems 
 associated with public inebriates who frequent package stores that sell single ‘shots’ of 
inexpensive liquor for example. Handouts with this Resolution are available at the 

check-in table.  After some discussion and considering the time was near the end of 
when the meeting adjourns, it was decided’ to table action on the resolution until after 
the Mt View Community Council has a work meeting to also address these issues. 
  
Meeting adjourned at 8:55 

  
Next meeting is Wednesday April 4th 2018 

  
Reminder that Tuesday April 3rd is last day to mail in or drop off Municipal election ballots at 
designated locations, including at the Spenard Recreation Center.      
  
    
           
 



 


