
UACC MINUTES
November 1, 2017, Meeting

CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order by the Chairperson Paul 
Stang at 7:00 pm.

MEMBERS & VISITORS PRESENT:  There were 13 members and 9 visitors 
signed in.

INTRODUCTIONS:  The Chairperson asked each individual to state their name 
and location or business. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  Paul Stang introduced tonight’s agenda.  He 
mentioned that 5. D. Initiative to Increase Stream Setbacks had been previously 
added to the agenda, but was not part of the agenda sent out by email.  Susan 
Klein, with Al Milspaugh second, moved to approve the agenda as written.  The 
agenda was passed by unanimous consent.

APPROVAL OF PRIOR MONTHS MINUTES:  Ted Madsen moved to amend 
Page 1 line 28 to …working on ‘the Governors Bill’ a bill to provide….  Susan 
Klein moved to change the first word of the second sentence from Page 1, line 31 
from He to She, and correct the spelling of Rasmussen to Rasmuson on Page 2 line
60.   Susan Klein, with Al Milspaugh second, moved to approve the October 4, 
2017 Minutes as amended. The motion was approved unanimously.
 
INFORMATIONAL REPORTS:

REPORTS FROM ELECTED & MOA DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS:
1. Assembly Member Pete Peterson: Pete said the Chanshtnu Muldoon Park is 

done except for some street lights.  This is phase 1, with a second phase to 
be determined.  He mentioned that the Assembly hearing on Tuesday the 7th 
will be taking public comments on the 2018 municipal budget.   He said that 
there is some $101 K of additional funds from the States a result of the 2016 
McHugh Creek fire reimbursement.

2. School Board member Kathleen Plunkett.  Kathleen said that the Anchorage 
School district enrollment is down 600 students.  She said that is will cause 
significant reduction in State funding to the District.  She also mentioned 
that the drop in student enrollment is happening through the State.    

3. Assembly Member Dick Traini: He also emphasized that the next assembly 
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meeting will take public comment on the budget.  The Assembly will take 
action at a later date.

4. Assembly Member Felix Rivera:  Felix talked about the new Anchorage bus 
system going live this week.  He also mentioned the budget meeting and the 
budget priorities that he has heard from people are public transit 
opportunities, the safety and homelessness situation in the municipality, and 
opportunities to reduce property taxes 

5. Senator Bill Wielechowski:  Bill talked about the State/House special 
session.  He mentioned that the House is deliberating on SB 54 which the 
Senate passed back in April.  He emphasized the State still has a 2.5 billion 
deficit, but the Senate leadership is not concerned in resolving it.  He said 
that could eliminate every State employee and still have a $1.5 billion 
deficit.  The budget big ticket items are education, health, and public safety 
and there are not easy budget cuts to be made. Al Milspaugh questioned 
whether SB 91 would be repealed.  Bill indicated that SB 54 fixes some of 
the problems with SB91, but there still exists a need to address the 90% 
incarceration rate related to alcohol and drugs. He said the prison system is 
the drug and alcohol collector system.  Russ Kell made a comment that data 
should be collected on people coming into the system.

6. Ted Madsen for Representative Ivy Spohnholz:  Ted said that SB54 will be 
on the House floor for amendments.  Ivy expects dozens of amendments.  
She is taking a wait and see on the Payroll Tax bill.  Ted talked about of the 
Partners for Re-entry Center and how their work with Vivitrol reduces both 
overdoses and recidivism rate.  This is important since 95% of the prisoners 
come back to the community.  Paul Stang asked whether probation officers 
can require Vivitrol use.  Ted said that the program is voluntary, but 
counseling from Partners for Re-entry Center can stimulate the use.    

7. Samantha Harris for Senator Berta Gardner:  She said that Berta is looking 
forward to what version of SB 54 comes back from the House.  She is also 
working on SB 112 which relates to worker safety.  

UACC COMMITTEE/ADHOC REPORTS and FEDERATION OF 
COMMUNITY COUNCILS (FCC) REPORT:

1. Parks & Recreation:  Barbara reported that vegetation thinning around the 
University Lake parking lot had been completed by volunteers last month.  
She said that Tree survey and Site surveys have been completed by Steve 
Nichol and Earth State Architecture respectively.  Barbara said that the 
biggest issue now is trying to get matching funds for the Rasmuson Grant.  
She indicated that Federal funds may be available for the whole project but 
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that these funds might not be available till next year, which will be too late 
for the Rasmuson Grant.  She mentioned that the Muni website should 
indicate how to contribute to the Grant.  Paul Stang wanted to know what 
ideas there are for getting contributions for the matching funds.

2. Safety: Al Milspaugh mentioned Home Safety Video points:
A. During vacations make sure your home appears occupied
B. Lock gates to back property
C. If your gone make sure mail and papers are picked up and snow 

removal/grass is current 
D. Realize that much theft occurs during 9 AM to # PM when people at 

work
E.  ADT or other home protection signs are not very useful.

3. FCC:  No report 

NEW BUSINESS:  
1. Site Plan Review-Proposed Fuel Tax- Dick Traini

      Dick indicated that the Budget Advisory Commission brought the item 
before the Assembly.  If passed it could be implemented in March and could 
bring 11 to 14 million in revenue.  It would require no new staffing.  There is
some question about whether it will stimulate Mat Su residents to buy there 
fuel in the Valley.  Dick said it probably wouldn’t be a big problem.   He said
that this would bring some diversity to Municipal revenue.  He said that the 
tax will go before the Assembly next Tuesday and will require 6 votes.  He 
said that other taxes, such as an increased alcohol tax would have to go 
before the voters. 

2.  Update on Homelessness- Felix Revira
      Felix indicated that the Homeless situation is a major emphasis for the 
Mayor.  He said that the housing first concept has gotten 300 chronic 
homeless off the street.  He indicated solutions toward addressing the 
situation are being facilitated by hiring the Homeless and Housing 
Coordinator.  He said that better coordination is occurring between the big 
three organizations, ie the Muni, United Way, and Coalition to End 
Homelessness.  They are maintaining a database where individuals can be 
identified by name and what services they are receiving.  This then can be 
used to coordinate services that are needed in a more efficient manner.   
Examples of progress are the new John Thomas Building, Hope Center For 
Women, the Emergency Winter Shelter, and the Landlord /Tenant 
coordinator position.   He also mentioned that the aggressive homeless camp
abatement program last summer put a lot of these people down in the Beans 
Campus area.  Since this happened he also said that efforts are being taken to
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try to make the Beans Campus a safer environment.   Felix presented that 
there are approximately 1200 homeless individuals, with 300 chronically 
homeless.  Another 300 people just now entering the homeless situation.  
These two groups are the focus of efforts to get them into housing.  He said 
that there are another 600 individuals that able bodied, but are not 
experiencing enough drama, so are not ready for reentry through various 
offered programs.  As such there are few resources available to them.  Felix 
said that he and Eric Croft are proposing an ordinance to reduce the wait 
period from 15 to 10 days for camp abatement.  Felix also noted there is a 
homeless camp reporting page on the Muni.org website.  Felix described the 
difference between criminal camps and other types.  The criminal types are a
big problem because of the amount of property that must be stored when the 
camps are abated.  He also mentioned that a 2 % of the alcohol tax should go
toward rehabilitation programs.  There were questions about the 
demographics of the homeless population.  Felix indicated that the ratio is 
about 50% Anchorage residents and 50% from outside the Anchorage area.  
There was also a question about whether there should be an area that legal to
camp in.  Felix indicated the muni is not considering this, and used the 
Seattle local camp example where first responders will not go into because 
of extremely dangerous camp conditions and other safety considerations.    

3. Resolution re:  Traffic Study of East 42nd Ave- Resolution 2017-04 
Barbara Garner
    Barbara presented the resolution (see attachment 1) on the Traffic Study of
East 42nd Avenue.  The draft 2017-04 draft resolution was provided to the 
UACC members for their consideration.  Amendments to the resolutions 
were as follows:  Change spelling of Rasmussen to Rasmuson; and to change
the last five words in the Therefore paragraph to read …pedestrian, child, 
and motorized and non-motorized safety.  Karen Workman moved to 
approve the amended resolution.  Steve Zemke seconded the motion.  The 
motion was approved by a vote of 10 for, 0 against, and no abstentions.

4. Initiative to Increase Stream Setbacks along our Creeks-Kirsten 
Collens.
     The Alaska Center provided information on the proposal to repeal and 
reenact an ordinance to increase stream setbacks within the Anchorage 
Municipality.  She provided a copy of the proposed ordinance and a map of 
the Anchorage Stream Parcels affected. Kirsten described the benefits of the 
setbacks to the environment.  She also indicated that studies have shown 
increased value of such setbacks to city and property values.  She said that it 
would be a tiered approach, with larger streams receiving more and wider 
protection that smaller streams.  She indicated that the proposal does not 
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affect existing parcels and those under 10,000 ft2.  Susan Share noted that 
redevelopment would need to meet the specification of the new ordnance or 
obtain a variance.  Kirsten said there will be a presentation to the FCC next 
week. The timeline is to go before the Planning and Zoning Commission on 
January 2.  Al Milspaugh noted that 2 months ago the Assembly addressed 
that stream setbacks would be from the high water mark.  Susan Klein also 
noted that wetlands do not fall under this ordnance because of separate 
requirements under Federal statutes and the required consultations with the 
Army Corps of Engineers.  This is addressed under the Wetland Section of 
Title 21.  
    Kirsten requested that the UACC pass a resolution is favor of the 
ordinance before the January 2 meeting.  It was decided that a draft 
resolution would be prepared for action by the UACC at the December 
meeting.   

OTHER BUSINESS
None

    
ADJOURMENT: The Chairperson stated that the next meeting will be held on 
Saturday December 6, 2017.  A motion was made to adjourn and seconded. The 
meeting was adjourned by unanimous consent at 8:45 pm.

Signed
Paul Stang, UACC President

Attachment: UACC Resolution 2017-04
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Attachment

UNIVERSITY AREA COMMUNITY COUNCIL (UACC)
RESOLUTION 2017-04

Request for a full traffic study of East 42nd Avenue and intersecting streets between Lake Otis Parkway and
Florina Street

Whereas, this U-MED Gateway Neighborhood is bounded by Tudor Rd north to East 40th Avenue and Lake 
Otis Parkway east to Elmore Rd;

Whereas, the following intersections allow ingress to and egress from the neighborhood: 

Laurel - East 42nd: four-way stop
Folker - East 42nd: four-way-stop
Wright - *East 42nd:  two-way stop 
*Piper - East 42nd: two-way stop
Dale - East 42nd: four-way stop
Florina - *East 42nd: two-way stop 
(* designates ROW)

Whereas, the following narrow streets intersect with East 42nd Avenue with no outlets between Lake Otis & Flori-
na:

Hickory - *East 42nd:  one-way stop
Roson Ct - *East 42nd:  one-way stop
Brantley Pl - *East 42nd:  one-way stop
Parker Pl - *East 42nd: one-way stop
East 42nd Circle - *East 42nd Ave: one-way stop (UAA dorms prevent Elmore access)

Whereas, East 42nd Avenue has been listed for many years as the primary pedestrian safety and construction project
on the UACC annual MOA CIP list. 

Whereas, East 42nd Avenue is named in particular for improvements in the 2016 U-MED District Plan.

Whereas, East 42nd Avenue has not been engineered for the ongoing level of traffic as an integral road in the U-
Med Gateway Neighborhood.

Whereas, East 42nd Avenue has dirt shoulders, no curbs/gutters, or sidewalks between Lake Otis Parkway and Dale 
Street, nor sidewalks from Dale Street to Florina/East 42nd Circle,

Whereas, East 42nd Avenue has sustained two AWWU cast iron water line breaks, and a third will require replacing
the line.

Whereas, in 2005 a $250,000 voter-approved bond was defined for the East 42nd Avenue Pedestrian Safety project 
between Lake Otis-Florina, the bond funds were transferred in 2008 to a Fairview neighborhood project without 
UACC's knowledge, while the project remained first on UACC's CIP requests to the MOA,

Whereas, East 42nd Avenue intersections provide drivers with inconsistent road signage, including no stop signs be-
tween Folker and Piper Streets where vehicles frequently exceed the posted 25 MPH, 

Whereas, East 42nd Avenue has dense residential housing including a large extended care facility, multi-
plexes/apartments, three condominium complexes, single-family structures, and medical and business offices,
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Whereas, East 42nd Avenue experiences non-motorized use by year-round runners, walkers, bikers, children play-
ing, and dry season skateboarders,

Whereas, the East 42nd-Piper intersection has an inferior version of a raised intersection due to a ground water 
problem when the extended Piper project was constructed,

Whereas, vehicles, non-motorized and pedestrian traffic on East 42nd have difficulty safely crossing Piper Street or 
turning onto Piper,

Whereas, the UACC believes consistent traffic signage on East 42nd would reduce vehicle speeds and discourage 
using the street as a cut-thru to Piper and Tudor,

Whereas, Piper Street has numerous vehicles exceeding the posted 25 MPH between the 40th-Piper roundabout and
the Tudor traffic signal,

Whereas, Folker Street-East 42nd Avenue intersection traffic has continued to increase from all four directions as 
observed by staff and residents in Providence Horizon House (PHH) and UACC members and neighborhood resi-
dents,

Whereas, Folker Park is the recipient of a 2017 MOA bond issue to pave the park's trails in summer 2018 using an 
approved ADA design, and 85% of PHH residents, and neighborhood businesses, employees and residents can use 
the park as a Health and Healing Space, 

Whereas, a crosswalk from the NW corner of the East 42nd-Folker intersection to its NE corner will be required for
safe pedestrian access from PHH to the park, and lighting will be needed at the entrance and along the paved trails, 
and access to water will be made available,

Whereas, Folker Park received a 2017 Rasmuson Challenge Grant to provide Intergenerational Exercise Equipment 
in the park,

Therefore, be it resolved that the University Area Community Council requests a full Traffic Engineering 

Study including intersection traffic counts be completed for East 42nd Avenue between Lake Otis Parkway 

and Florina Street for the purposes of pedestrian, child and motorized and non-motorized vehicle safety. Ur-

gency in completing the study is required for safe access to/from Folker Park. The broad area study will in-

clude all interrelated traffic that encompasses the high interrelationships in the U-MED gateway neighbor-

hood. UACC requests the study be completed by May 30, 2018.

 

Resolution Vote:  For: ___9__   Against: __0__  Abstain: __0__                  

The UACC approved this resolution on November 1, 2017

________________________________________________
Paul R Stang, President, UACC
cc to:
AMATS
MOA Planning Department
Assembly Members
Mayor Berkowitz
Providence Alaska Medical Center
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