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End of Fourth Special Session — On the 19th day of the 30-day special session, the Senate concurred 
with the House changes to Senate Bill 54 and adjourned sine die after learning the bill had constitutional 
issues. Even though Governor Walker called the fourth special session to address both new revenue to 
help solve Alaska’s financial challenges and improving public safety, the legislature took no action on 
new revenue. While the House passed a new revenue measure in the first 90 days of the regular session 
in April, the Senate held only one hearing on the Governor’s proposed wage tax during the fourth 
special session and adjourned with eleven days remaining. 
 
Rather than address both issues on the special session call, the fourth special session focused on public 
safety. Over the course of over two weeks of hearings, the House adopted over 30 amendments to the 
Senate’s version of SB 54. One amendment approved on the House floor—but never considered by the 
House Judiciary Committee or the House Finance Committee—made changes to the sentencing range 
for first-time class C felony offenders. According to testimony presented to the Senate Finance 
Committee, this amendment may be unconstitutional.  
 
The comprehensive plan to improve criminal justice and public safety, which has already resulted in the 
legislature passing four bills (SB 64 in 2014, SB 91 in 2016, and SB 55 & SB 54 in 2017), recognizes that 
Alaska was spending more and more money on prisons at the same time crime was rising. Faced with 
doing the same thing over and over again, hoping for a better result, and building another prison; 
Alaskans chose to find innovative ways to control spending and improve public safety. Improvements to 
probation and parole supervision are already showing better results; adjustments to sentences for non-
violent, first-time offenders have saved money and focused resources on violent, repeat offenders; and 
the new pre-trial supervision program starting January 2018 should further improve public safety. 
 
During the special session, we learned that Alaskans are hurting from the budget cuts to prosecutors 
and State Troopers. I am committed to increasing support for both the Department of Law and the 
Department of Public Safety when we return to Juneau in January.  
 
Pre-Session Constituent Meeting — Please join me for pizza, beverages, and an opportunity to discuss 
the upcoming legislative session before we return to Juneau. 
 
When: Wednesday, January 10th, 6:30 to 8:00 pm 
Where: Spenard Recreation Center, 2020 W 48th Ave.  
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