
UNIVERSITY AREA COMMUNITY COUNCIL (UACC) 
RESOLUTION 2017-04

Request for a full traffic study of East 42nd Avenue and intersecting streets between Lake Otis Parkway and
Florina Street

WHEREAS, the Anchorage Municipal Charter Art, VIII, Sec 8.01 establishes Community Councils as 
representatives for neighborhoods in planning and development; and

WHEREAS, Community Councils are intended to reflect actual neighborhoods and provide guidance advice on 
management of lands within their boundaries; and

WHEREAS, this U-MED Gateway Neighborhood is bounded by Tudor Rd north to East 40th Avenue and Lake 
Otis Parkway east to Elmore Rd; and

WHEREAS, the following intersections allow ingress to and egress from the neighborhood: 

Laurel - East 42nd: four-way stop
Folker - East 42nd: four-way-stop
Wright - *East 42nd:  two-way stop
*Piper - East 42nd: two-way stop
Dale - East 42nd: four-way stop
Florina - *East 42nd: two-way stop
(* designates ROW)

WHEREAS, the following narrow streets intersect with East 42nd Avenue with no outlets between Lake Otis & 
Florina:

Hickory - *East 42nd: one-way stop
Roson Ct - *East 42nd: one-way stop
Brantley Pl - *East 42nd: one-way stop
Parker Pl - *East 42nd: one-way stop
East 42nd Circle - *East 42nd Ave: one-way stop (UAA dorms prevent Elmore access)

WHEREAS, East 42nd Avenue has been listed for many years as the primary pedestrian safety and construction 
project on the UACC annual MOA CIP list; and

WHEREAS, East 42nd Avenue is named in particular for improvements in the 2016 U-MED District Plan; and

WHEREAS, East 42nd Avenue has not been engineered for the ongoing level of traffic as an integral road in the U-
Med Gateway Neighborhood; and

WHEREAS, East 42nd Avenue has dirt shoulders, no curbs/gutters, or sidewalks between Lake Otis Parkway and 
Dale Street, nor sidewalks from Dale Street to Florina/East 42nd Circle; and

WHEREAS, East 42nd Avenue has sustained two AWWU cast iron water line breaks, and a third will require 
replacing the line; and

WHEREAS, in 2005 a $250,000 voter-approved bond was defined for the East 42nd Avenue Pedestrian Safety 
project between Lake Otis-Florina, the bond funds were transferred in 2008 to a Fairview neighborhood project 
without UACC's knowledge, while the project remained first on UACC's CIP requests to the MOA; and

WHEREAS, East 42nd Avenue intersections provide drivers with inconsistent road signage, including no stop signs
between Folker and Piper Streets where vehicles frequently exceed the posted 25 MPH; and

WHEREAS, East 42nd Avenue has dense residential housing including a large extended care facility, multi-
plexes/apartments, three condominium complexes, single-family structures, and medical and business offices; and



WHEREAS, East 42nd Avenue experiences non-motorized use by year-round runners, walkers, bikers, children 
playing, and dry season skateboarders; and

WHEREAS, the East 42nd-Piper intersection has an inferior version of a raised intersection due to a ground water 
problem when the extended Piper project was constructed; and

WHEREAS, vehicles, non-motorized and pedestrian traffic on East 42nd have difficulty safely crossing Piper Street
or turning onto Piper; and

WHEREAS, the UACC believes consistent traffic signage on East 42nd would reduce vehicle speeds and 
discourage using the street as a cut-thru to Piper and Tudor; and

WHEREAS, Piper Street has numerous vehicles exceeding the posted 25 MPH between the 40th-Piper roundabout 
and the Tudor traffic signal; and

WHEREAS, Folker Street-East 42nd Avenue intersection traffic has continued to increase from all four directions 
as observed by staff and residents in Providence Horizon House (PHH) and UACC members and neighborhood 
residents; and

WHEREAS, Folker Park is the recipient of a 2017 MOA bond issue to pave the park's trails in summer 2018 using 
an approved ADA design, and 85% of PHH residents, and neighborhood businesses, employees and residents can 
use the park as a Health and Healing Space; and

WHEREAS, a crosswalk from the NW corner of the East 42nd-Folker intersection to its NE corner will be required 
for safe pedestrian access from PHH to the park, and lighting will be needed at the entrance and along the paved 
trails, and access to water will be made available; and

WHEREAS, Folker Park received a 2017 Rasmuson Challenge Grant to provide Inter-generational Exercise 
Equipment in the park; and

THEREFOR, be it resolved that the University Area Community Council requests a full Traffic Engineering 

Study including intersection traffic counts be completed for East 42nd Avenue between Lake Otis Parkway 

and Florina Street for the purposes of pedestrian, child and motorized and non-motorized vehicle safety. 

Urgency in completing the study is required for safe access to/from Folker Park. The broad area study will 

include all interrelated traffic that encompasses the high interrelationships in the U-MED gateway 

neighborhood. UACC requests the study be completed by May 30, 2018.

Resolution Vote:  For:  9   Against: 0  Abstain: 0                

This resolution was approved by the University Area Community Council this day of  November 1, 2017.

Signed
Paul R Stang, President, UACC

cc to:
AMATS
MOA Planning Department
Assembly Members
Mayor Berkowitz
Providence Alaska Medical Center


