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1057 West Fireweed Lane, Suite 100, Anchorage AK  99503 

 

   
 

July 14, 2017 
 
Craig Lyon, AMATS Coordinator 
LyonCH@ci.anchorage.ak.us 
4700 Elmore Road 
Anchorage, Alaska 99507 
 
 
Re:  Comments on Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) 2040  
 
Dear Craig: 
 
At our July 13 meeting, Rabbit Creek Community Council voted to send the following 
letter regarding the Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) 2040 goals, objectives, 
performance measures, and project screening criteria. 
 
1.  Rabbit Creek Community Council (RCCC) affirms our ongoing interest in 
the Anchorage 2020 land use pattern that emphasizes infill development in the central 
urban areas, while maintaining lower residential density on the Hillside.  This pattern 
increases the efficiency of public infrastructure investments, including transportation 
investments.  The transportation plan should acknowledge and support this intended 
land use pattern. 
 
2  As an efficiency objective, as well as a project screening  criterion,  the MTP 2040 
should include language to the effect of “avoid piecemeal road improvements that 
create new bottlenecks or traffic impact zones.” The secondary effects of new or 
increased traffic from a proposed road project must be considered.  For example, Policy 
9E of the Hillside District Plan states:  “Prior to the establishment of the Hillside Road 
Management Entity, avoid new public projects that increase problems on substandard 
parts of the existing road system.” 
 
3.  RCCC supports protection of neighborhood quality of life and safety by reducing high-
speed and cut-through traffic in neighborhoods. It is not always appropriate to increase 
roadway connections between neighborhoods:  revise draft MTP 2040 Goal 3G  to 
include “while deterring cut-through and high-speed traffic”.   On the other hand, we 
encourage non-motorized connections within and between neighborhoods and 
community destinations.   



• MTP 2040 models and project screening criteria should assess, and award 
negative points for, high-speed and cut-through traffic in residential areas. 

• The screening criteria for non-motorized connections between neighborhoods 
should award points for convenient, safe connections, buffered or separated 
from high-speed traffic. 

 
 
4.  RCCC affirms the Anchorage 2020 Comprehensive Plan goal of reducing vehicle miles 
traveled per capita (page 65), which appears in draft MTP Goal 3I.  RCCC would like to 
expand this goal to mention reduction in dependency on private automobiles and 
single-occupancy vehicle miles traveled. MTP 2040 models should be configured to 
estimate these performance measures.  These measures should be added to 
performance criteria. 
 
5.  RCCC supports project screening criteria that consider the effects on neighborhood 
livability, through measurable factors such as noise, cut-through traffic, and traffic 
speeds in residential areas. 
 
6.  MTP 2040 should list impacts to air quality and water quality as specific 
environmental factors in the environmental screening criteria.   

• Regarding air quality, Anchorage 2020 calls for transportation and land use 
policies to “minimize individual and cumulative air quality impacts” (Policy 30); 
and to monitor, assess and mitigate air quality impacts of major transportation 
decisions (Policies 39 and 40).  MTP 2040 should incorporate goals and screening 
criteria to favor projects that minimize air quality impacts, including greenhouse 
gas emissions. 

• In terms of water quality, the goals and screening criteria should include specific 
language regarding the direct impacts on wetlands or watershed disturbance, as 
well as road corridor detritus and storm water and run-off.   The Anchorage 2020 
plan uses the specific  words “preserve and protect” water resources (Policy 64, 
66, 67, 68, 69).  This is consistent with the MAP-21 (Moving Ahead for Progress 
in the 21st Century Act) and  FAST (Fixing America’s Surface Transportation Act) 
criteria.  Measurable water quality criteria are especially important for the 
Hillside, much of whose runoff goes into the state’s Anchorage Coastal Wildlife 
Refuge.  The draft MTP Goal 5G, to minimize and mitigate impacts on the natural 
environment, is vague and weak and does not reflect the intent of Anchorage 
2020.  MTP Goal 5G needs revision. 

 
7.  RCCC supports project screening criteria that require integration of non-motorized 
connections and facilities into proposed road projects.  This includes safe road crossings, 
which are noticeably absent on the main roads in our Council area and across the Bowl.  
Multi-modal design is consistent with Anchorage 2020 Policies, 30, 37, and 38.  
 



8.  RCCC supports incentives and criteria for safe walking routes to schools and other 
community centers.  Draft MTP 2040 Goal 2A, to reduce vehicle, pedestrian, and bicycle 
crashes, needs to add language to the effect:  through safe crossings and other design 
features. 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to comment. 
 
Sincerely,  
Adam Lees, Chair 
 
CC:  Vivian Underwood, Senior Transportation Planner; John Weddleton and Suzanne  
LaFrance, Anchorage Assembly representatives 
 
 
 
 


