
UACC Minutes

University Area Community Council (UACC)

December 7, 2016

1. Opening:  Paul Stang called the meeting to order at approximately 7:00PM.  
Paul next had the people in the room introduce themselves. 22 people were in 
attendance at the start of the meeting, with 12 UACC members signed in.  An 
additional 10 visitors signed in and attended part or all of the meeting.

2. Approval of minutes:  Al Milspaugh moved to approve the October Minutes, 
with some editorial comments.  Russ Kell seconded the motion.  The October 
minutes, with the editorial comments, were approved by unanimous vote.  Al 
Milspaugh, with a Russ Kell second, moved to approve the November Minutes.  
These were also approved by unanimous vote.

3. Approval of Agenda:  Paul Stang presented the December agenda.  Paul also 
stated there were four other items that had come from the Muni Planning and 
Zoning Commission that the UACC might take up if there was time at the end of 
the meeting.  The agenda was approved unanimously.  Al Milspaugh asked that 
before the start of the discussions that we “In Memory of our Heroes of Pearl 
Harbor, 75 years ago, please take a moment of silence.”  After the moment of 
silence, Paul Stang thanked Al for offering the invocation. 

4. Informational Reports

A. Reports from Public Servants 

1. Brooke Ivy provided comments for Senator Bill Wielechowski.  She 
indicated Bill will be starting the legislative session on January 17th.  She 
said that staff should be getting in Juneau by January 10.  She also said 
there will be a town hall meeting to discuss Bill’s legislative priorities for 
the coming session.

2. Andy Josephson said he is pleased to be working with majority caucus 
in this year’s House.  He indicated the majority is thin; being only 22 
members, while 27 is normally good for getting things done.  He said he 
is the Chair on Resource Committee, which deals with oil and gas issue, 
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and would like to deal with the tax credit issue this year.  He is also the 
vice chair on the Budget and Audit Committee.  

3. Ted Madsen spoke for Ivy Spohnholz.  He said that she is the chair of 
the Health and Social Services Committee.  He said they are planning an 
Anchorage caucus meeting sometime before the session starts.

4.  Elvi Gray-Jackson reported on several items that can be found in her 
assembly report within Attachment 1.

3.  Dick Traini reported on the latest municipal session dealing with Taxi 
permitting.  He said that it went on for hours.  He also said that 
Assemblyman Evans introduced a sales tax proposal that will be on the 
April Ballot and would require 60% majority to pass.  He also said that he
is drafting an ordinance that deals with the sale of scrap copper.  It would 
require an authentication of the place of origin for the copper to prevent 
illegal sales of scrap copper.  Al Milspaugh indicated he had a copy of the 
draft ordinance.

5.  Pete Peterson talked about city efforts to revise the People Mover 
system to promote higher ridership.  He said the current system focused 
on serving a wide swath of the community, but at a low frequency, which 
results in long waits at bus stops.  He said the two proposed options 
propose higher frequency of buses, in 15, 30, or 60 minute increments, 
but on fewer numbers of routes.  The proposal options may be found on 
the Muni website.  There was a question about whether the Eagle River 
route would be retained.  Both proposals eliminate the route, but there 
might be other options such as an Uber like service.  

6.  Forest Dunbar talked about the public safety, and how the current and 
future police academies are one way to deal with the issue.   He said the 
current academy graduated 26 officers, and there are at least 2 more 
academies coming up.  The goal is to have 430 officers.  Russ Kell asked 
the question whether the money might be better spent on education of 
young people as a way to be proactive in crime prevention.  There seemed
to general agreement there needs to be a balance between education and 
policing, but getting the police staffing up to the 430 officers should be a 
high municipal budget priority. 
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7. Starr Marsett discussed ASD developments.  She said that ASD Board 
is working on policies sealing with suspension/expulsion.  She said they 
are trying to develop methods that deal with problem behavior in a way 
other than suspension.  She said that studies have shown that excessive 
suspension/expulsion leads to higher levels of juvenile incarceration.  
Starr also mentioned that Iliamna Elementary School will be closed due to
a couple of reasons, and the students will go to four different schools 
throughout the Anchorage Bowl.  First the new JBER entry requirements 
make it very difficult to get students and staff on base.  The second reason
is that the District is trying to better integrate students that may have 
behavior problems.  Starr discussed the benefits of the integration and that
a team is working on the transition to the four Anchorage Bowl 
Elementary Schools.  There was discussion about some students exhibit 
extreme violence or sexual behavior and whether it is appropriate to try to
safely integrate them into “regular” schools.  Starr also discussed the 
upcoming bond proposition in the upcoming election.  She indicated that 
the bonds amount to about 58 million, compared to the 53 million in bond
that are currently being retired.  The total bond obligation would amount 
to $1.21 for every $100,000 in assessed property value.  Finally she said 
there would be a ASD Board session on December 16th from 10 to 11:30.

6. UACC Reports

A. Community Council Board Reports

1. Parks.  Barbara Garner mentioned that on December 12th at 2:30 PM, 
Parks and Rec will be hosting a Folker Park Site Plan session at the 
Providence Horizon House (PHH) in the upstairs conference room.  This
is the second meeting on the Site Plan. There are development dollars for
the Site Plan contained within the April Parks and Rec bond proposal.  
Barbara indicated that PHH feels the park is very valuable to their 
clients.  Al Milspaugh mentioned that the FCC is available to assist with 
obtaining grant monies. Other community councils have obtained grants 
to improve their parks. Al further stated that the Anchorage Parks 
Foundation will match monies for the improvement of parks.
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2. FCC/Safety – Al Milspaugh

A. FCC:

1. Al has the “FCC Statement of Financial Position as of 31 October 
2016.”

2. APD received over 2,000 responses over all from CCs to their 
survey.

3. Prepare to make changes to the MOA Draft Long Range Plan in 
January 2017.

4. The period for new Challenge Grants begin in January 2017. 
Contact Beth Nordlund of Anchorage Parks Foundation.

B. SAFETY: 

Most people don't feel comfortable rendering first aid during an 
emergency.  Please take a certified CPR/First Aid course and keep 
updated. If taking a formal course is not possible, stop by your local fire 
department and ask them to give you a quick hands on demonstration. 
The knowledge may save one of your loved ones. 

5. New Business

A.  Rosemary/Arca Water Main Improvement Project- James Armstrong, 
Project Manager, Anchorage Water and Wastewater.

James described the current project status on this project.  He said that about
¾ of the new water main pipe is in the ground.  It was put in place, under 
Northern Lights Blvd using a trenchless method, by pulling the pipe through 
an excavated tunnel.  The reminder of the pipe will be installed in summer of
2017.  

James described a larger more disruptive project that is also planned 
for the summer of 2017.  There will be 4000 feet of new water main installed
under S bend on Northern Lights just east of East High School.  The method 
may be open trench construction, which will require closure of the two east 
bound lanes on Northern Lights.  The two west bound lanes will be re-
configured into a single east lane and a single west bound lane.  There will 
also be complete shutdown of the east lanes on Memorial Day weekend and 
the next weekend after.  The project is anticipated to be done by September.  

4



Due to noise restrictions two crews will be working on the project, one on 
the west side and one on the east side, from 7 AM till 7PM.  There was some
discussion about whether the project could go to a 24 hour schedule to 
facilitate a shorter completion date.  Though this might be possible, James 
indicated there may not be enough qualified crews to be able to work a 24/7 
schedule.  There may also be an opportunity to use the “tunneling’ method as
described above.  This might provide for less traffic disruption.

B. MOA’s Image Drive/Reflection Drive Area Road Reconstruction Project 
and Invitation to 12/8 Open House-Justin Keene, Project Manager, CRW 
Engineering Group

     Justin said there will be an open house to discuss the project on 
December 8th from 5:30 to 7:30 at the Muni Planning and Development 
Center on Elmore Road.  More detailed information may be obtained at 
www.imagereflection.com.  The project is located just north of Reflection 
Lake.  The existing roadways are in poor shape, due to failing drainage 
structures.  Proposal would lead to new storm drains and a new road 
subsurface and surface.  Currently only topographic and geotechnical work 
have been done.  A project questionnaire has been sent out to local residents. 
The current project proposal would result in a draft design study report.  
Future funds would need to be obtained for final design and actual 
construction, and the final construction is at least 2 to 3 years out.  Starr 
Marsett questioned whether the project would alter the flood zone of the 
area.  Justin indicated that it would not.  Al Milspaugh also asked Justin 
whether the UACC could get the sigh in sheets from the open house.  Justin 
indicated that we may.

Items not included in the Initial Agenda 

C.  Delwood Place Development re-platting (added item).  Paul introduced 
the topic of re-platting a property on Delwood Place.  This is north of Tudor 
and East of Boniface Drive, near the retirement development that had been 
discussed in October Meeting.  Planning and Zoning Commission had 
requested comment by December 19th.  After discussion it was decided that 
the UACC had no time to make comment by the December 19th date, and if 
still pertinent would discuss at the Jan 4th UACC meeting.
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D. Farmer Markets in Muni Parks Land (added item).  Similar to item C 
above it was decided that the UACC had no time to make comment by the 
December 19th date, and if still pertinent would discuss at the January 4th 
UACC meeting.

E. Proposal for allowing home owners to own land fee simple within lands 
in condominium developments (added item).  Similar to item C above it was 
decided that the UACC had no time to make comment by the December 19th 
date, and if still pertinent would discuss at the January 4th UACC meeting.

F. University Lake Park Master Plan Draft (added item).  There was 
discussion on whether the UACC needed to further comment on the plan.  It 
was decided that the UACC would resend the Resolution 2016-03 previously
passed by the UACC to the Planning and Zoning Commission.  Executive 
Board members may attend the Jan 9th to give further testimony.

G.  Discussion on how to get information to residents within the UACC area
(added item).  Barbara Garner led a discussion on how to get information out
to local residents. This effort has a goal to increase the participation in the 
UACC meetings.  There was discussion about whether to use a snail mail 
survey, which is allowed once every three years.  Barbara proposed that a 
survey monkey poll be used as the method get information out to residents.  
Al Milspaugh suggested that everyone could bring a comment they are 
interested in.  Starr Marsett suggested that a flyer be produced that directed 
UACC members toward the Survey Monkey poll.  Due to lack of time and 
information, it was proposed that the Executive Board, on December 19th at 
7 PM, would potentially develop a Survey Monkey poll to the address the 
issues related to getting information to UACC members.  All members are 
invited to participate. 

6. The Chairperson stated that the next meeting will be held on January 4, 
2017. A motion was made to adjourn and seconded. The meeting adjourned 
at 9:00 PM.

Signed

Paul Stang, UACC President

One (1) Atch: Elvi Gray-Jackson Notes
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Attachment 1

Elvi Gray-Jackson 
University Community Council Meeting – Assembly Report
December 7, 2016

 On November 15th, the Assembly approved the 2017 General Government Operating and 
Capital budgets.  The Assembly also approved the Operating and Capital budgets for 
ML&P, Solid Waste Services, Water and Wastewater and Merrill Field.

Total amount of General Government Operating Budget - $502M

Tax increase - $12.67 per $100,000 of assesses valuation

 Assembly Member Evans’ Ordinance to suspend Anchorage Municipal Code 6.10.037, 
Spending Limit, for one year was amended to suspend this section of the Code for two 
years.  The ordinance was approved as amended. 

 At the November 15th meeting, Mr. Weddleton introduced an ordinance to add the Code 
referenced Spending Limit to the Charter.  The Public Hearing will be held on December 
20th.  This ordinance is a change to the Charter and requires eight votes of the Assembly 
in order to include on the April ballot.

 At the December 6th meeting, Mr. Evans introduced a Sales Tax Ballot Proposition 
ordinance. The Public Hearing is January 10th.

Next meeting – December 20th
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