
UACC Minutes
University Area Community Council (UACC)

September 7, 2016

1. Opening:  Paul Stang called the meeting to order at approximately 7:00PM. 
Paul next had the people in the room introduce themselves.  27 people were in 
attendance at the start of the meeting, with 14 UACC members signed in.  An 
additional 7 visitors signed in and attended part or all or the meeting.
2. Approval of minutes:  The first order of business was to approve the minutes of 
the June 1, 2016 meeting.  Barbara Garner noted that under 5.B.2. that reference to 
Scott Davis should be Scott Thomas.  Susan Share, with a Russ Kell second, 
moved to approve the June minutes as amended.  The motion was approved 
unanimously.
3. Approval of Agenda:  Paul Stang presented the September agenda.  Paul said 
that Barbara Garner would lead the discussion on item 4 under new business, as 
Francis Seater was unable to attend tonight’s meeting. The agenda was approved 
unanimously with this change.
4. Informational Reports

A. Reports from Public Servants 
1.  Andy Josephson. Andy gave an update on the last legislative session, 
including the special sessions.  He said he was hoping for a bi-partisan 
collation, but it didn’t happen and nothing much happened on addressing 
the Alaska fiscal crisis. He said he has no opposition is this fall’s election.
2.  Senator Bill Wielechowski.  Bill said he was working with the state to 
resolve his constituents concerns over the allocation of Kenai/Kasilof 
River sockeye salmon.  He will be involved in the new Cook Inlet 
Management Plan, and to see him if you are interested.  He talked about 
the market challenges of a Prudhoe Bay Gas line.  Russ Kell had a 
question about need for more State government budget cuts. Bill replied 
that there had been over 1 billion cut, or 16%, from 2014 levels.  This 
year budget is at 2005 levels and has virtually no Capital budget.  A 
question was raised about the status of the UMED Northern Access road. 
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Bill replied that the money was appropriated 4 years ago, but Mayor 
Burkowitz declined to build the road.  Legislator Pruitt got the money re-
appropriated to the University Of Alaska so they could build the road. 
Governor Walker vetoed this, so the status is it’s up to the Muni to build 
or not.

3. Ted Madsen for Ivy Spohnholz.  Ted mentioned that a Safety Town Hall 
Forum will be held on Saturday morning from 10 to 11 AM at the Coffee 
Hour shop on Debarr Street.   
4.  Samantha Straus for Senator Berta Gardner.  Samantha indicated that 
she has placed copies of Berta’s latest newsletter on the back counter.  She 
also mentioned that Berta is working on ways to invigorate the 
neighborhood watch program as discussed in the newsletter. 

5.  Elvi Gray-Jackson reported on several items that can be found in her 
assembly report within Attachment 1.

6.  Dick Traini reported on the latest municipal marijuana permitting 
process.  He indicated that Anchorage should share in the permitting fees, 
and most of these funds received would go toward code enforcement. He 
was asked when the retail permits will be let, and he indicated that it 
would not be before Christmas.  He also mentioned that the parking lot 
construction at the old fire station site at Lake Otis and Tudor is 
underway.  

7.  Pete Peterson talked about city efforts to deal with the homeless 
situation.  He said that there was a homeless count a week ago, the first 
time during the summer season.  He said there would be counts every 6 
months to establish a trend line.  He mentioned that the CAP Team is 
stepping up giving eviction notices, while the muni is looking at ways to 
find permanent housing for individuals and families.  This is a 
coordinated effort to try to reduce the total number homeless.  Pete also 
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mentioned that the Assembly may be taking under consideration an 
ordinance dealing with loud noises emanating from vehicles. 
8. Forest Dunbar indicated that he is a co-sponsor of a proposal for 
property tax relief resulting from last year’s budget surplus.  He said that 
he was a co-sponsor of the resolution to rename Fire Station 3 for the late 
Max Gruenberg.  Forest also mentioned the homeless situation and 
indicated that some progress appears to being made.  There is a 
decreasing use of the sleep off center from 2014.  He also said the more 
people are being taken off the homeless roles thru the use of subsidized 
low cost housing, such as Karluk Manor.  Finally he mentioned that a new 
Chugach Foothill Trail Connector is being built through AMATS funds. 
9. Starr Marsett introduced herself as a new School Board member.  She 
discussed the Shooter Active Training that has been in the news.  Starr 
talked about her perception of the increasing crime in Anchorage and how 
it might relate to gang activity.  There was discussion about whether there 
are gangs in Anchorage.  APD apparently feels it is too soon to say that 
gangs (as defined as having defended turf) are here.  Still, Starr indicated 
the School District and APD are forming a Task force to deal with “gang 
type” crime.

B. Community Council Board Reports
1. Safety and 2. FCC:  Al Milspaugh was unavailable so there was no 
report on either of these items. 
3.  Parks and Recreation Subcommittee- Barbara Garner reported that 
there has been increasing homeless activity in Folker Park.  She 
indicated that the Rescue Mission (who were so helpful in originally 
planting the flower bed) will help in putting to bed this flower planter for 
the winter.  She also talked about illegal activity related to dogs 
harassing waterfowl at Goose Lake Park, and her attempts to report the 
situation to the Parks and recreation Department.

5. New Business
A.  Baxter Senior Living Development- Chris Cole, Architect

Chris described the project as a 100 bed facility with 20 parking 
spaces.  The majority would be assisted living, but would not include a 
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nursing home (doctor) level.  There would be a cafeteria and shuttle service 
to facilitate independent living.  The proposal calls for removal of the old 
trailer park infrastructure and build a 3 story facility.  The zoning currently 
restricts the height of the structure to less than 35 feet.  There would be 
deck and greenhouse structures on the top of the building.  The roofline 
would be modulated, with the average height of 43 feet.  Chris said he feels 
the better quality buildings would enhance the neighborhood esthetics 
versus the old trailer park.  The Developers are requesting a variance of 43 
feet building height, and are looking for a non-objection from our 
Community Council by the first of the year.  There was a question whether 
the height would shade adjacent properties.  There was also a question 
about whether the building could be built in 2 stories with the proposed 
roof features and be under the 35 foot restriction.  The Developer felt that 
this would not be economically feasible on this 5 ½ acre site.  Starr 
Marsett, requested that the Developer go through a public notification 
process.  She resides near the site and volunteered to facilitate this process. 
The Developer expressed some reservation about such a process and how it 
would work.  Starr Marsett proposed that “due diligence” through public 
notification be completed before any approval or non-opposition by the 
UACC.  It was felt that the Developer could prepare   “one page” synopsis 
of the proposal that could be disseminated by Starr Marsett to the affected 
residents of the area and that could meet the public notice request.  The 
discussion resulted in a series of resolutions, the first that the UACC 
approve the non-opposition toward the request for the 43 foot building 
height.  Barbara Garner proposed an amendment to the motion that the 
UACC defer taking action on the proposal until the October meeting.  Starr 
Marsett seconded the motion.  This motion passed by a vote of 8 votes for 
and 2 against.  

B.  Rezoning of Providence-Tudor Subdivision from R-3 Mixed Residential) 
to RO (Residential Office)-Barbara Garner 

Barbara led a discussion on the proposal to make this change.  She 
feels that making the change from R3 to RO may not be in the spirit of 
making the area a walk able community, with residents actually living in the 
area, and that the Providence Hospital medical building development is 
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taking over the neighborhood instead.  Tim Potter, who represents 
Providence, has been before the UACC, and stated that Providence is 
looking long term to move “core” hospital functions close to the main 
hospital building and other functions such as patient short to longer term 
housing and medical office location toward the periphery.  While Providence 
does not specifically have a problem with mixed use zoning and subsequent 
development, he did not feel that it is cost ineffective and stated that such 
development may need city or state incentives for such development to 
occur.  

C. Discussion of University Lake Park Master Plan – Steve Zemke
Steve gave a short synopsis of the Draft Master Plan.  The Plan provides for 
an off leash dog trail circling the University Lake.  It proposes infrastructure 
to attempt to minimize adverse interaction between various park users, 
particularly between people with unleashed dogs and those people using the 
park without dogs.  Primarily the Plan proposes a redesign of the southwest 
parking lot to move the paved multi-use trail to the south side of the parking 
lot to minimize negative dog/pedestrian/bicyclist interactions.   There is also 
“chicane” fencing where the multi-use trail and dog walking trail are in close 
proximity.  There are also extensive projects proposed to protect wildlife and 
watershed resources from the increased use of the Park.  The total project 
development is estimated to be over $800 K.  Steve stated that monitoring 
and enforcement of regulations is critical for the Park Plan to succeed and 
needs to be a priority, as stated in UACC Resolution 2016-03 passed on 
April 6.  Barbara Garner led a discussion about how allowing dogs’ 
unfettered access to the University Lake trail eliminates use of the Lake by 
people who do not want to be accosted by unleashed dogs.  She listed the 
many benefits people derive from water resources, and how the Plan 
disenfranchises many people who do not want to be menaced by 
unrestrained dogs while using the Lake trail.  Russ Kell moved, with a Susan 
Share second,  that Paul Stang and Steve Zemke go to the Park and Rec 
meeting on September 13to give testimony, per resolution 2016-03, on the 
University Lake Master Plan.  The motion was approved 7 for with 3 
against. 
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D. Discussion of traffic issues at intersection of Wright St and Tudor Rd- 
Barbara Garner for Frances Seater.
Barbara presented the concerns expressed from Francis Seater about the 
traffic safety issues at this intersection and the 4 recommendations Frances 
has about this intersection and adjacent area:

1. Provide a stop sign on the bike trail in front of Sutton's Greenhouse 
at the intersection of Wright Street & Tudor to the WEST.

2. Signs that say "no jaywalking" should be posted -double sided -on 
the Meridians on Tudor Road from Lake Otis to Piper Street.

3. Place a no U-turn sign at the intersection of Tudor and Wright on 
the meridian on Tudor Rd. No U-turns East to West.

4. Signage placed that indicates no cross-traffic from Wright Street 
(South to North) across Tudor in front of University Baptist 
Church

Due to lack of time to discuss this issue, Russ Kell moved, with a Scott 
Kohlhase second, that any action on these other pertinent points related to 
this matter be moved to October meeting.  The motion was approved 
unanimously.

6. The Chairperson stated that the next meeting will be held on October 5, 2016. A 
motion was made to adjourn and seconded. The meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm.

Signed

Paul Stang, UACC President

One (1) Atch: Elvi Gray-Jackson Notes
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Attachment 1
University Area Community Council Meeting – Assembly Report

September 7, 2016

• The Municipality is 58.2% through the 2016 budget year with 56% of the  
budget expended.

• Departments are managing budgets well.

• Department have been requested to save 0.5% of the 2016 budget.

• Due to the State’s reduction in the Permanent Fund distribution, the MOA 
will lose $1M+ in PFD garnishments.

• The Administration must submit the 2017 budget to the Assembly by Octo-
ber 1st.

• Public Hearings will be held on October 18th and October 25th after 6:00 p.m.

Next meeting – September 13th
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