LYN ARY PARK

& THE MARSTON FIELDS

he Lyn Ary Park Baseball Memorial,
those whao have Inteered and coached on the Marston
ase look for the JohnOpinsky Memorial bench nearby.

which honors

Enjoy a walk
Look for moos
but please do not appr
a calf.

Nt Lyn Ary Park and tratls in this area —
ch, and never put yourself betweena cow and
Upper Level:

Let the kids scramble over the playground equii me t.
Toss frisbees or kick a ball in the large open area.

Play a game of tennis at the Hendrickson Courts.
Most of all, have fun!

A special thank you to Lyn Ary Park Baseball Memorial donors — this
memorial would not have been made possible without your support!

DOoNOr #1
Donor #2
DOoNor #3




ALASKA BASEBALL

A History of the Game in the Last Frontier

Alaskan baseball dates back to when whalers carried equipment on board for impromptu
shore games. In the early 1900s, mining ps and salmon canneries formed teams and
used baseball to diffuse potentialconflicts and build comradery among crews. Alaskans
came from all over, and according to | storl\an Katie Ringsmuth, baseball provided a
way to bring diverse people togat/her Anchorage has had a baseball field since before
it became a city in1915. On JuF 4,1915, ;

Artist Sydney Lawrence otogrigth\ed
a game where at le 100 s}g@
lined an area from first base to third. |

/

.
In/'lé16 he first baseball park i

nchorage was no more than a cleared
flgld/at 16th Avenue and C Street./In
949 that field was rebuilt, exp n[{ed,
nd for?ta)h? named for William
uIc hy, the father of Anchorage

ba\sbeb Il. Arguably, Satchel Paige : o
pro ide e of the greatest moments in Anchor ge baseball h}stor with his appearance
in 1965 Despite not debutmgfn he majors until he was 41, aﬂ;e\r ckie Robinson broke
the rac\e\ bar\rler, Paige was a national legend ang pitching tarp\?the leagues, prior to

integration, as well as a two-time Major League Basegll I Star/ He appeared at Mulcahy
in four games against local mllltary and All-Star te/a s. ~

\ pd
dn Bb\k\Nr and Dpﬁ Den /mi:yded‘theﬁlasla\cold Panners

In 1960, Henr)}\b;ri

and subsequ tIy th h;ort qcks/énd the Valley Green Giants. The Anchorage
Glacier Pilots, the Peninsula Oi rs,t\Ke Ari/cKoragé Bucs, the Mat Su Mlners>aqd the
Chugach Eagle Rl\xer Chi ooks re i:.%afgam d. Overtime they formed the amat%

Alaska Baseball League I/uc‘n still plays today A
>

Also in 1960, the Amerlca\nl.\egie/n organized base\ba\ltl\team;/ff)r b 51\86 under le
Lyn

PHOTO SYDNEY. LAWRENCE

Babe Ruth program for boys ages 13-16 first played on thefields at rk o and
donated in part by Muktuk Marston. You can learn more about h@lktu d Lyrin Ary
at the historical signs situated at the Lyn Ary Park and ihe Tony Knowle Co tal Trails
Intersection. The Babe Ruth Program sent its first Alaska team tothe N thw st Regional
tournament in 1968, the first team to represent the State of Alaska on the national level.

Many players starting on these fields have gone on to win hlghschoo‘rcﬁamplonshlps,
play for the Anchorage Bucs, and earn scholarships to play at the college level.

In the early 1990’s, Anchorage West Little League played a critical role in helping to return
baseball to the Marston Fields at Lyn Ary Park. Once again offering boys and girls as

young as 4 years old the opportunity
to play baseball while continuing to
allow for multi-use play outside of
baseball practices and games.

The people honored at this memorial
worked fiercely to develop these
 fields, teamwork, patience and
3 the good sportsmanship baseball
i requires. Please pause and honor
== their commitment to ensuring
baseball continues to thrive here at




THE MARSTON FIELDS
at LYN ARY PARK
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In Memory of

COACH Robert (Bob) Durst
03161950 - 01.06.2007

Bob Durst started coachlng for Anchorage West Little League (AWLL)
when his oldest son Zack played in. minor league baseball. He joined
the Board of D|rectors and served as League President from 1995-
2005. At his death, AWWL League PreS|dent/ADN Columnist Matt
Zency wrote, “He was that rare parent who stays on long after his kids
have moved through the program, helplng run things for the future
I_.=.-="generat|ons of players. Be5|des being the |nst|tut|onal history of our
;fl_leaguey beS|des being an astute adviser on organrzatlonal and political
'\matters, beS|des being a I|fet|me student of the game of baseball and
how to teaoh it, he gladly, heIped with the sweaty physical work that a
man of hrs age and stature could have easﬂstklpped "

Back in those days, the Marston F|eIds, desplte begln originally
established as basebaII f|eIds, mostly supported soccer leagues. Bob
was |nstrumental |n worklng with the city and community groups to
relocate the soccer flelds eIsewhere in the c1ty and redesignate the
Marston Fields for ba@eball ‘This lead the way for AWLL's five-field
complex while aIso aIIowmg for communlty use outside of basebaII

Bob was born in Clncmnatl, Ohlo In 1950 and attended Montfort Helghts
Elementary and Colerain High School. He then obtalned a degree In
Architecture from the Un|verS|ty of Clncmnatl College of Desrgn ‘Bob

married his wife Dianna in July of 1974, and they arrived in Anchorage
. a month later where they raised their

. family: daughter, Ashley (1979), and
sons, Zack (1983) and Zjok (1986). All
three children have made Anchorage
their home. Bob was the co-founder
and principal architect of Bezek Durst
Seiser (BDS Architects).

On January 6, 2007, Bob died

suddenly of a massive heart attack

after working outside in below zero

weather. He was 56 years old, but left

a lasting legacy of contributions to
AWLL and Lyn Ary Park.




In Memory of

COACH JOHN OPINSKY
~ 12.24.1968 - 01.06.2021

John Opinsky began coachlng in 2006 for Anchorage West Little League
(AWLL) when his boys were just five and srx years old. He joined the board
of directors shortly thereafter, and served as League President from 2013-
2016. John spent countless hours coachlng, managlng equipment, and
performlng field maintenance at Lyn Ary Park. In his final year with AWLL,

the Senror team he coached won the AIaska Ilstrlct 1 Championship.

;:'f;After his t|me W|th AWLL, John went on to coach the West High School
baseball team, his alma mater, with many, of the same players who began
in tee ball here at Lyn Ary Park. In 2020, the West ngh American Legion
team broug ht home the State Champlonshlp title under his leadership for
the fi irst time since 1977! To watch a short video of the final play made by
his son, Jack during that maglcal game, please V|S|t the QR Code below.

. ~_\ John,a thlrd generatlon Alaskan, was
| \ bornin Anchora gein 1968 and attended
lnlet Vlew EIementary, Romlg Junior

- ngh and graduated in 1987 from West
_High School. John went on to attend
-~ the University of Alaska Fairbanks and
moved back to Anchorage ‘where he
married his W|fe Cathy(tn 1998 and had
three boys: Jack (2001) and twms Jimmy
and Nicko (2002) John had a sUccessfuI
career in Commerclal Real Estate as

a partner at Frampton & Opinsky.

John was diagnosed with glioblastoma,
an aggressive form of brain cancer in
the Spring of 2019. He passed away
peacefully on the afternoon of January
6, 2021 in his Anchorage home, sporting
his West High Baseball Championship
ring earned just 6 months prior, and
surrounded by his loving family.
Many lives were touched by John’s
commitment to this game, his players,
and their successes on and off the field.




In Memory of

COACH Martin (Marty) Smith
© 12111966 - 02.18.2018

Marty loved spendlng t|me |mproV|ng and taking great care of the
fields at Lyn Ary Park. He began coachlng at Anchorage West Little
League when his children started tee ball, coaching at every level. He
served as the League President for two years, and also filled in as an
umplre whenever needed. | -

Marty was born in Anchorage in 1966 He attended Northwood
'Elementary, Romig Middle School, and in 1985 graduated from West
High School. He went on to attend the Colorado School of Mines and
the University of Alaska Fairbanks. After college, Marty moved back
to Anchorage where he met and married his wife Shannon. Together
they hadthree children;Emilee (1997),Sean (1998) andlan (2003). Marty
spent the majority of his 20-year career as an Electrical Engineer with
Municipal Light and'Power and EIectricaI.. -Power Systems.

In 2013, the famlly embarked ona month Iong “Baseball Trip,” visiting
the BaseballHall of Fame and watchlng baseballgamesatthe Mariners,
Nationals, Yankees and Red Sox stadiums. Of all the ball parks, Fenway
was a family favor|te The hlghllght of the trip was a seventeen-inning
game between the Red Sox and Mariners that ended at midnight.

In August of 2017, while in Seattle for h|s son Ian s kldney transplant
Marty was diagnosed with a very rare form of liver cancer,
cholangiocarcinoma. He peacefully passed away just six months later
on February 18, 2018, knowing his love of baseball would continue at
the park where he devoted so much of his time.

The photo below reflects
Marty’s three favorite teams:
The Anchorage Glacier Pilots,
the Seattle Mariners, the
Boston Red Sox. l
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