
14	February	2022


DRAFT	Resolution	of	Rogers	Park	Community	Council


Supporting	Ombudsman	recommended	changes	to	Municipal	Code	regulating	Vehicle	Noise	


Whereas:


1. Excessive	noise	level	in	our	council	area	from	individual	vehicles	has	increased	drastically	
in	the	past	few	years,


2. In	a	memo	dated	October	8,	2021	the	Municipal	Ombudsman	stated	that	the	number	of	
persons	contacting	the	Ombudsman’s	Office,	the	Anchorage	Police	Department	(APD),	
the	Anchorage	Health	Department	(AHD),	the	Mayor’s	Office	and	Members	of	the	
Anchorage	Assembly	with	concerns	related	to	excessively	noisy	motor	vehicles	has	
increased	significantly	over	the	past	few	years,


3. Excessive	vehicle	noise	degrades	our	community	and	is	recognized	by	health	experts	as	a	
serious	stressor	affecting	human	health,	likely	causing	or	exacerbating	sleep	disturbance,	
heart	disease,	stroke,	and	diabetes.	(reference:	https://www.annualreviews.org/doi/
10.1146/annurev-publhealth-081519-062400	)


4. Current	Anchorage	Municipal	Code	sections	9.44.330	and	15.70.040	set	stringent	
standards	to	protect	residents	from	excessive	vehicle	noise,


5. Enforcement	of	these	standards	is	delegated	to	the	AHD	and	APD,	but	enforcement	is	
rare	because	the	codes	are	outdated	and	confusing	and	required	testing	equipment	is	
not	available,		


6. In	the	memo	dated	October	8,	2021	the	Municipal	Ombudsman	recommended	review	
of	the	current	code	and	the	drafting	of	revisions	necessary	to	make	the	codes	easier	for	
the	AHD	and	APD	to	enforce,


7. The	Municipal	Ombudsman	also	recommended	that	APD	purchase	certified	noise	level	
meters	for	the	Traffic	Unit.		


8. The	current	fine	for	a	violation	of	this	ordinance	is	$60	and	a	citation	for	this	offense	may	
be	dismissed	if	proof	of	correction	is	presented	to	an	inspection	official	(AMC	Section	
9.48.130)


Now	therefore,	be	it	resolved	that	the	Rogers	Park	Community	Council	agrees	with	and	
supports	the	recommendations	in	the	Ombudsman’s	October	8,	2021	memo	with	the	subject	
heading	AMC	15.70	-	Noise	Control	&	AMC	9.44.330	-	Muffler	and	Exhaust	System,	attached.


In	addition,	the	Roger	Park	Community	Council	also	supports	a	more	significant	fine	for	
violations	of	vehicle	noise	regulations.		We	also	request	to	be	kept	apprised	of	the	progress	of	
these	revisions	as	they	are	drafted.		
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